Government 


3 1761 11892543 7 


| 


-€ Onna’ 


Ue of Environment and Energy | 


ms 


ON MARCH 29, 1994, 
A NEW COMPREHENSIVE REGULATION 
(189/94) CAME INTO EFFECT. — 


This regulation is aimed at protecting the ozone layer 
by preventing the release of fluorocarbon refrigerants 
(CFCs, HCFCs, HFCs) into the atmosphere. 


Vehicle air conditioners are a major source from 
which these chemicals escape to damage the ozone 
layer. The following questions and answers will help 
companies: and individuals. who service this 
equipment to understand and comply with the 
regulation and give appropriate advice to their 

customers. 


~~ Since July 1, 1991 it has been required that all 
refrigerants (CFCs, HCFCs, HFCs) from a motor 
vehicle be collected.and properly managed. They 
~ could no longer be released to the environment.' 


As of March 29, 1994 a new comprehensive regulation 
(regulation .189/94) came into force affecting all 
individuals who work with refrigerants. If you, 
through your job, are in a position where you could 
_release refrigerants into the environment, you must 
take a training course to obtain an "Ozone Depletion 
Prevention Card". . 


‘How is the new regulation. different from 
the one passed in 1991? 


The new regulation effects all individuals © 
who work’ with refrigerants, not only 
automotive mechanics. It has certification’ 
and training requirements as well as specific 
requirements for who can buy refrigerants 
and what containers -can be used to hold 
refrigerants. It also regulates the disposal of 
' refrigeration equipment. 


What equipment is subject to this law? 


All refrigerants from air: conditioning, . 
refrigeration or freezer units in cars, buses, 
trucks, rail cars, farm. vehicles, or other. 
vehicles must be collected. 


What are these refrigerants called? 


The major group of refrigerants are those in 
the family of CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons). 
They are called by various names such as 
CFGs, R, G, Freon and Genetron. A new 
replacement refrigerant is also becoming 
more popular, HFCs (hydrofluorocarbons).. 
_ The common name for toe refrigerants is R 
134-a. 


What equipment is. required for servicing 
air conditioning, refrigeration or freezer 
units in vehicles?: 


Facilities, that repair air conditioners must 
have equipment to capture and _ store 
refrigerant: 


Who has to take the one-day training 
course to get the "ozone depletion card"? . 


It-is in the employer's best interest to ensure 
that any mechanic who has the potential to, 
release refrigerants takes the training course. 
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Can I "top-up" a.car that is brought in. 
because the air conditioning is not cold 
enough? 


NO. A test must first be done to find out if 
there is a leak. As of March 29, 1994 no 
refrigerant can, be added to any vehicle that 
may be leaking. zie 


What happens if I pressure test (leak test) 
a car and find no leak? 


You can <add. refrigerant: jto- the air?” 
‘conditioning system and then tag the system 
with the result of your leak test (ie: no 
leaks). . 


Can I use a refrigerant during a leak test? 


YES. Only automotive mechanics can use 
refrigerants while preforming a leak test as 
long as*the rules in’ the Society of - 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) standard J 
1628 "Technician procedure for using 
electronic refrigerant leak detectors for 
service of mobile air conditioning systems" 
are followed.. A standard also exists for the 
equipment used in leak detection, SAE J 
1627, "Rating criteria. for electronic 
refrigerant leak detectors". Copies of these 


' standards can be obtained from SAE at (412) 


716-4841. 


If I find a leak in the car's air conditioning © 
system, can I evacuate the system of all 
refrigerant? | 


NO. You can extract the refrigerant you put 
in to perform the leak test, but’ you cannot 
take out all the refrigerant that is in the 
system. Your responsibility is to tag the-car 
with the result of the test. The owner can 
then decide when and where to do the 
repairs. The owner of the car paid for that 
refrigerant. You should not remove it 
without the owner's permission.: ; 


Can't I be fined if.I leave refrigerant in the 
air conditioner if I know it is leaking? 


NO. Once you have informed the owner that 


there is a leak in the system, responsibility is 
transferred to the owner, The owner can 
decide to leave the repair shop with the car 
and any refrigerant that was in the system 
when it came in. Under the law the owner is" 


then knowingly venting and will have to 


have the air conditioning fixed before any 
more refrigerant can be added. Until: October 
1, 1994, you can inform the. owner verbally 
or, better yet, on the service bill or work 
order. As of October 1, 1994 a tag must be 
placed on the car with the results of the test. 


Where do I put the tag? 


The tag can be placed on the inside of the . 
— driver's side door frame or on any part of the 
air conditioning system (the compressor or - 
hoses). The tag has to be visible to any — 
mechanic who might’ be working on the 
system in the future. 


When can I evacuate the system of all 
refrigerant? 


Only when the owner of the car, or the 
person who brought it in for servicing, tells 
you to go ahead and repair the system. 
Before any repairs are done, the.system must 
be evacuated and the refrigerant captured. 


Do I tag the car again when the repair has 
been completed? 


YES. A new tag should be placed on the car 
~ stating that there are no leaks in the air 
conditioning system. The old tag can be 
removed only if a new tag is going to be 
placed on the vehicle. 


Where do I get the tags? 


Tags can be purchased from most companies 
that sell business forms. Some associations 
are also developing tags for compliance with 
the regulation. Tags must contain the 
appropriate information outlined in the 
regulation. 


(Q| Are there any other record-keeping 


requirements ? 


A ' YES. Your employer or you; if you work for » 
yourself, are required to keep records of all 
tags for a minimum of three years.” If you 
keep your invoices or work orders for 
income tax purposes, you can also include 
the required information for the refrigerant 
regulation on these forms. As long as it is 
dated, has the name of the technician, the 
Ozone Depletion Prevention Card .number 
and expiry date, and the result of the leak 
test, you will meet the requirements of the 
regulation. A separate log book for air 

. conditioning repair-is not required. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 


On training and certification - call the Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of 
Canada at 1-800-661-3369, or 602-4700 in Toronto. 
Also the Refrigeration Service Engineering Society at 
- 1-800-361-3239. Members Local 787, Refrigeration 
Workers Union may call 1-800-668- 9938 or, in the 
Toronto area, 905-790-1021. 


For copies of the official feguleton - call Publications 
Ontario at Pe een 22: or 326-6300 in Toronto. 


For more copies of this Sauces or a copy of the 
Consumer's Guide contact the ministry's Public 
Information Centre at 1-800-565- 4925 or, in Toronto, 
525-4021, 
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